Medicare program; hospital outpatient prospective payment system; payment reform for calendar year 2004. Interim final rule with comment period.
This interim final rule with comment period implements provisions of the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act (DIMA) of 2003 that affect the Medicare outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS) that become effective January 1, 2004. Sections 303 and 621 of the DIMA include provisions that alter the methods for drug payment in hospital outpatient departments, some of which become effective January 1, 2004. These provisions affect the methodology for paying for pass-through and non-pass-through drugs under the OPPS. Further, the new law includes a requirement that all brachytherapy sources be paid separately. Section 411 of the DIMA reinstates the hold-harmless protection for small rural hospitals with fewer than 100 beds and extends that protection to sole community hospitals in rural areas.